io     ENGLAND: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

The wealth of Britain was indeed greater than it was reputed
in Caesar's time. The great deposits of argentiferous lead were
not exploited until the time of Augustus, but Caesar's descrip-
tion of the country, and in particular his statement that agri-
culture was only practised in the coastal regions of the south,
and that the bulk of the inhabitants were hunting savages
clothed in skins, is not only at variance with the facts but diffi-
cult to reconcile with Caesar's strategy. It is more important
to remember his reference to the dense population of the south
('Hominum est infinita multitude creberrimaque aedificia')
and to reflect that his information as to the north and west came
from prejudiced Belgic sources, who evidently regarded the pre-
Celtic civilization which still survived in the forests of the weald
as representative of the entire country outside their own
kingdom,

Cassivelaunus is the first name, the Belgic invasion of 75 B.C.
the first date, in British history. With the successive invasions
of Julius Caesar in 55 and 54 B.C. Britain comes into the written
record of European history. We were already a mixed people,
and even if we assume that the majority were Celts we must
remember that the Celts themselves were a mixed race, with the
ready adaptability of mongrels. Gibbon declared that they
had * valour without conduct.' To study Celtic history is to
study every phase of the art of retreat, and to study Celtic
politics is to study the anatomy of disorder and the grammar of
treachery. The Celts proved themselves, as the builders of the
pre-Roman Iron Age civilization of the west, brilliant in
adaptation, artistic in execution, volatile, personally gallant
but collectively unreliable. Their loyalties were to their local
chieftains who served where their interest lay. Their trade
was war, but their objective was gain, not glory. This fact was
the salvation of Europe in the critical century between Caesar's
conquest of Gaul (57 B.C.) and the Emperor Claudius's conquest
of Britain (A j>. 43). This was the century of crisis for the whole
western world, when, first, factions threatened to destroy the
power of Rome at the source, and when, secondly, after the
murder of Julius Caesar, the Hellenistic east, in the persons of
Antony and Cleopatra, challenged the Roman west for the
domination of tie world. Neither the victory of government